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Mission Statement 
 

To protect and conserve the natural 
resources for all residents by providing 
technical,  educational, and financial 

assistance. 
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Long Range Plan  

2009 -  2013  



Forward  

 

On behalf of the Board of Supervisors we would 

like to express our gratitude to all the individuals 

and groups who have showed a willingness to 

protect the soil resources and insure water    

quality in Van Wert County.   

 

The Long Range Plan has been designed to     

provide guidance to the staff, supervisors and 

general public on what we feel are the priorities 

for the next five years in Van Wert County.  The 

ultimate goal is the improved use of land, water, 

and related resources for the benefit of all people 

in the area.  

 

For those landowners who are not familiar with 

the Van Wert Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

trictõs programs and activities, we encourage you 

to familiarize yourself with the Districtõs pro-

grams.  We would like the opportunity to help 

you with water quality concerns, solve your soil 

erosion problems, and answer conservation ques-

tions.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Board of Supervisors  

 

Bob Gehres,  Gary Weck,     

Craig Pohlman, Dave Jones,  

Ray Eickholt 
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This program and plan of work will be revised as the 

need arises in keeping with the objectives and 

changing role of the District in servicing the conser-

vation and development of natural resources within 

the District.  The signing of this program and work 

plan was authorized by the District Board of Supervi-

sors at a meeting held on March 9, 2010.  

 

 

 

       Van Wert Soil & Water Conservation District  

__________________________  ___________________________ 

       Board of Supervisors -Chair            Board of Supervisors ñSecretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Van Wert Soil and Water Conservation District - Ohio  

Originally adopted May 21, 1951  

 

Revised and revision adopted 6/3/63;  3/3/70;  4/11/72;  

2/14/79;  3/15/83;  11/12/86; 12/12/91;   2/1/97, 

12/11/08, 3/9/10.  

About the District  

  The Ohio General Assembly passed House Bill #646 on 

May 16, 1941 providing for the organization of Soil Con-

servation Districts in Ohio.  Van Wert County was organ-

ized February 15, 1949 by the landowners, operators, and 

land users of the county, to assist land users in solving 

their soil and water problems more efficiently, by the use 

of proper soil and water management to maintain and im-

prove the standard of living of farm operators of the 

county.  This made Van Wert County the 82
nd

 District to 

form in Ohio.  On February 11, 1964 the name was 

changed to Van Wert Soil and Water Conservation District.   

 

 

Board of Supervisors  

  The District is governed by a five member, publicly 

elected Board of Supervisors.  Each supervisor term is for a 

period of three years.  The supervisors are elected to repre-

sent the citizens of the county in carrying out a good re-

source management program. Duties include establishing 

sound policies and priorities concerning the work to be ac-

complished, hiring employees to carry out the daily work 

load, managing all funds, facilities, and equipment belong-

ing to the District, report to the public concerning resource 

conservation needs, and annually report to the public of 

the years accomplishments.  

 

 

Financial Assistance  

Major financial assistance is received from the Van Wert 

County Commissioners and the State of Ohio -ODNR, Divi-

sion of Soil and Water Conservation matching annually a 

large percentage of the local funding.  And the Van Wert 

County Foundation provides funds for the Long Term Wa-

ter Quality Study and òItõs Not Just Cows and Plowsó.   

 

 



Services Provided  

 

Soil survey information and conservation planning.  

Survey and plan designs of water management sys-

tems and erosion control practices such as:  erosion 

control structures, grass waterways, water and  sedi-

ment control basins, surface drainage, filter strips, ani-

mal waste storage facilities, and windbreaks.   

Consultative assistance is also provided for sub -

surface drainage and pond design.  

The annual tree sale provides landowners quality, low -

priced seedlings for windbreak and wildlife habitat 

establishment. Assistance with design and layout of 

windbreaks is available.   

Tree planting bars and a tree planter are also avail-

able.  

 A spring fish sale provides local pond owners a low 

cost opportunity to stock the pond.  

 School programs, presentations, field days, pond clin-

ics, and conservation topics to farm and civic organi-

zations.  

VAN WERT COUNTY SETTING  

 

  Van Wert County is located in northwest, Ohio , the first 

county east of the first meridian (which forms the Ohio -

Indiana line) and south of the main base line (U.S. Geo-

detic Survey).  Van Wert is the county seat, and is 120 

miles northwest of Columbus, the State Capital, and 35 

miles southeast of Fort Wayne, Indiana.  There are a total 

of 262,650 acres in the county.  

 

   

 Cooperate with NRCS, OSU and other agencies 

to develop an effective information / education 

program to promote nutrient management sys-

tems.  

Cooperate with the Division of Soil and Water 

concerning the Ag Pollution Abatement Program 

to acquire cost -share for management systems.  

 Cooperate with local Health Department and 

EPA concerning pollution problems.  

Participate in livestock concerns as requested.  

Continue to work with OSUE and others provid-

ing livestock producers emergency response 

techniques to waste spills.  

Promote Comprehensive Nutrient Management 

Plans, manure handling and secondary contain-

ment facilities for liquid fertilizers through the 

EQIP program.  

 

 



Publish news releases concerning technical assis-

tance.  

Distribute Soil Survey books.  

 

Assist local fire departments with the implementa-

tion of a County Dry Hydrant program . 

 Assist with design survey and field layout.  

Assist local producers with the implementation of 

the EQIP program.  

Assist with design,  survey and field layout.  

 Provide other assistance as necessary to pro-

mote and implement the program.  

 

 

Objective Four ð  

Nutrient / Pesticide Management  

 

  To manage nutrients and pesticides properly, one 

must know how, when, and where to use them, 

whether it is commercially produced or organic in 

the form of animal waste.  Correct management en-

sures that crops receive the nutrients they need to 

produce profitable yields, while allowing few nutri-

ents to runoff.  

 

 

Objective:  

  Improve water quality through the promotion of nutri-

ent / pesticide management and water quality benefits.  

 

Goals and Actions:  

 

Promote the implementation of Best Management 

Practices for nutrients and pesticides . 

  The county was founded in 1820 from Indian Territory.  It 

was named after Isaac Van Wart, one of three captors of Ma-

jor Andre, a famous spy of the American Revolutionary War.  

The first settlement was established in the southwest corner, 

on the banks of the St. Maryõs River near the present town of 

Willshire.  

  The county is part of what was originally called the òBlack 

Swampó.  About 70% of the county has dark colored soils.  

Along the southwest and southern borders is a part of the 

Fort Wayne moraine, which accounts for the light colored 

Morley and Blount soils and a more undulating topography.  

From the moraine area to the beach ridge (approximate loca-

tion of Lincoln Highway) there is an area of land character-

ized by low ridges of light colored soils and drainage ways 

of dark colored soils.  These are mostly Blount and Pewamo 

soils.  From the beach ridge to the north boundary are soils 

formed as a part of an old prehistoric lake bed.  Dark col-

ored, heavy clay soils of the Hoytville and Latty series charac-

terize the area.  The higher ridges and òislandsó are mostly 

Nappanee soils.  Paralleling the streams are narrow areas of 

flood plain soils such as Sloan, Wabasha, and Montgomery.  

The beach ridge marked the southern shores of the old lake 

and is a prominent feature running diagonally across the 

District.  It accounts for most of the sandy soils found in the 

county and is made up of soils like Belmore, Digby, and 

Haney.  Consult the District office for more information and 

detailed soils maps.  

 

 

MAJOR LAND USE AREAS  

 

Cropland  

 

This area is mostly gently sloping to level land.  It is com-

posed in large part of fine textured clay and silt soils, with 

not enough sand to give good aeration and drainage.  These 

must be attained through good soil structure and tilth.   




