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Soil & Water Stewardship Week

The District encourages you to think AfBeing good stewar
about your personal responsibility to be resources at home and in our communi-
a good steward of natural resources dur- ties is an important task for each citizen.
ing its annual Stewardship Week cele-  When we think about protecting and
bration. The National Association of managing our natural resources, we can
Conservation Districts (NACD) has pro- provide healthy habitats for the ecosys-
claimed April 25 7 May 2, 2010 as Stew-t ems on our pl anet,

ds

0

ardship Week, marking the 55thyearof dent St eve Robinson.

the national event. The 2010 Steward- make a difference by developing habitat
ship Week is themed areas in our own back-
AnConservat. % yards, our schools or in
Healthy Hab,conservatk)n th
couraging citizens, 2
schools and communi- '
ties to develop and *‘
maintain habitat areas tion Districts which over-
using good conservation practices. sees the Stewardship Week program.
Ray Eickholt acts as the Youth and Stewardship Week is one of the largest
Publicity officer for the Van Wert national annual programs to promote
SWCD. The District was formed to assist conservation. NACD represents the na-

Van Wert SWCD is a
member of the National
Association of Conserva-

our communi ti

e s

people in Van Wert to protectandcon- ti onés 3, 000 conservat

serve the natural resources for all resi-  which were established to encourage
dents by providing technical, educa- resource conservation across the coun-
tional, and financial assistance. During  try. For information about Steward-
Stewardship Week, the Van Wert SWCD ship Week and conservation, contact the
will provide a tree seedling and presen- office or check out the website at:

tation to each 4th grade student in the  www.vanwertswcd.org. Additional in-
county. Placemats highlighting steward- formation about Stewardship Week is
ship week will be placed in local restau- available on the NACD website at

rants during the week. www.nacdnet.org.

SWCD Is Out Of the Drill Rental Business

At the Farm Focus auction held on support in conserving our natural re-
January 8, the Di s tsourcesthyparticipatingin reDueed tille
drill and pick up were sold. So we are  age practices.
out of the drill rental business. We will continue to rent the tree

We would like to take the opportunity  planter to plant seedlings. It requires a
to say AThank y 0 u dahree pointthitch ané rentsffor 3100 t
have rented the no-till drill over the for half day and $25.00 for day rate.
years. And to also thank you for your
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Welcome to New Board Members

The Van Wert SWCD welcomed
itds newest super

servation District0s:s
J ameeting held in Columbus. This

ary 2010 board meeting. Ray
Eickholt took over the position for-
merly held by supervisor Clarence
Oberlitner.

Ray and his wife Carol live in
Pleasant Township where he cash
grain farms.

Gary Weck, who has served on the b

board of supervisors since 1989
began his 8th term.

Eickholt and Weck were sworn
into office on the floor of the Ohio
House of Representatives Chamber
by Ohio Supreme Court Justice
Thomas J. Moyer during the Ohio
Federation of Soil and Water Con-

Weck, Moyer, Eickholt

meeting brought together nearly
400 conservation leaders through-
out the state, including supervisors
and staff
SWCDs, leaders of the Ohio De-
partment of Natural Resources,
USDA Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, National Associa-
tion of Conservation Districts, Ohio
Farm Bureau Federation, Ohio
State University Extension, and
many key conservation related
Ohio businesses. The event fo-
cused on the

Leading into the

College Scholarship Being Offered

from Ohi

t heme
Fut

The Van Wert SWCD is offering
one $500 scholarship to college
students studying agriculture,
natural resources or closely related
fields at an Ohio college or univer-
sity during the 2009/10 academic
year. Recipients of the scholarship
must have completed the freshman
year, and must be a Van Wert
County resident.

Scholarship applications are due

Fi

by May 7, 2010. The Scholarship
Committee of the SWCD will re-
view all applications and the recipi-
ent will be announced in June.
Scholarship money will be sent di-
rectly to the
university at the beginning of the
academic year.

Criteria for determining the re-
cipient will be area of study, grades,
activities, leadership, and commit-

sh Delivery Scheduled

ment to conservation practices.
The SWCD reserves the right to re-
fuse any applications not meeting
requirements.

Applications and two reference

r e ddrnmsineedtod e completdd bnel g e

sent to the office by May 7. The
forms are available at the office or
on the website.

The SWCD is currently taking or-
ders for fish fingerlings. The types
of fish available are: largemouth
bass, blue gill, channel catfish, min-
now, and white amur. The bass,
blue gill, and channel catfish are
available in lots of 25, the minnow
in lots of 100 and the white amur
are ordered individually.

The fish sale is an opportunity for
pond owners to stock or restock
their ponds for a reasonable cost.

Orders will be accepted until April

30. Payment is expected when

placing the order. The fish will be

delivered to the SWCD office on

Wednesday, May 5 at 3:00 p.m.
Stocking recommendations for a

one acre pond are:

O 100 largemouth bass

O 500 blue gill

O 100 channel catfish

500-1000 fat head minnow

W hite amur recommendations
are based on the amount of weed

cover in the pond. If the pond has
20-40% vegetation the recommen-
dation is 10 amur; above 40% weed
cover the recommendation is 15
amur.

Orders will be boxed and ready at
the time of delivery. Order forms
are available in the office or on the
website.

Page 2

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

0 (

o

r



Cover Crop and Drainage Water Management Field Day

By: Ken Kottenbrock, District Technician

A Cover Crop and Drainage
Water Management Field Day is
scheduled for April 7th . This

field day is sponsored by the Van

Wert Extension and Van Wert
Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict offices. The field day will be

held at two separate locations for

two separate sessions

The first session - Cover
Crops will run from 9:00 a.m. 1
11: a. m. at Ron
proximately 0.25 miles south of
the intersection of US 224 and
Convoy Heller Road on the west
side of the road, south of the
power substation (park on the
west side of the road).Speakers
for this session include:

®Jim Hoorman, OSU Extension

Mercer County will be discuss-
ing cereal rye, oats, cowpeas,
and oilseed radishes.

OKen Kottenbrock, Van Wert
SWCD will discuss cover crop
incentive programs through
EQIP.

OFred Pond, Pond Seed Com-
pany will show seed sizes of

various cover crops and discuss

seed pricing.

Ron Kill will be available to dis-
cuss his experiences with cover
crops.

A soil pit will be available to ex-
amine the impact of cover crops
on soil quality and structure.

on west side of road). Speakers
for this session include:

ONorm Fausey, NRCS Supervi-

sory Soil Scientist will discuss

the value and benefits of install-
ing a water control structure and
how it impacts field water man-
agement.

OKen Kottenbrock, Van Wert

SWCD will discuss incentives

available for drainage control

structures.

ORon Schumm will be available

to discuss his experiences with

his water control structure.

This field day is open to the
public and is free of charge. The
sessions will be outdoors so plan
to dress accordingly for the
weather. This is a BYOC (bring
your own coffee) event and lunch
will be on your own. Preregistra-

An impressive oilseed radish in a soil profiletion is not required. If you have

The second sessionDrainage
Water Management Control
Structures  will run from 1:00
p.m. i 3:00 p.m. at 2498 John
Brown Road (pull into barnyard

any questions regarding this field
day please contact Andy Klein-
schmidt, OSU Extension at 419
203-5967 or Ken Kottenbrock,
Van Wert SWCD at 419238-9591.

New Farm Bill Biologist on the Staff

Clint Geldine of Martin, Ohio, is

Pheasants Forever's new Farm Bill

Biologist based out of the Paulding
County USDA Service Center. He
covers the counties of Allen, Han-
cock, Hardin, Paulding, Putnam
and Van Wert. Clint joins Pheas-

ment from The University of Rio
Grande.
Pheasants Forever'sFarm Bill Bi-

ologist program is designed to edu-

cate farmers and landownersi
through one-on-one consulting -
about the benefits of conservation

cgeldine@pheasantsforever.
org .

programs (such as the federal Con-
servation Reserve Program, or
CRP), as well as assist those farm-
ers and landowners after programs
have been implemented.

Clint can be contacted at
419.356.1927 and

ants Forever after serving as a wild-
life control biologist with DeTect
Inc., and has previously worked
with the Ohio Division of Wildlife
Natural Resources. Geldine earned
a Bachelor's degree in Wildlife and
Fish Conservation and Manage-
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Upcoming Dates and Events

April 146 SWCD Board Meeting

April 26 - May 3fi Soil and Water Stewardship Week
May 5 & Fish delivery at 3 PM

May 12 - SWCD Board Meeting

May 310 Memorial Day
(office closed)

The SWCD Board of Supervisors monthly meeting is usually held
the second Wednesday of each month at 8:00 a.m. in the SWCD office.




